
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Service of Holy Communion 

The Baptism of Christ 
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Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank 
you for joining us today, whether you are in the building or 
participating from home. We are very glad to be with you.  
 
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of 
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the 
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history, 
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real 
among us. The feast of the Baptism of Christ, which is today, 
celebrates Jesus being revealed as God’s beloved Son and helps us to 
give thanks for our adoption into God’s family through baptism. 
 
We are following Government and Church of England 
guidelines to ensure that we have the safest possible experience of 
being with each other for our worship. Please care for yourself and 
others by: 

- Sanitising your hands 
- Wearing a face covering, unless exempt from doing so 

 
Please give generously to support St James. You can 

- Leave a cash donation (including brown envelopes) in the plate 
provided on your way in or out of Church 

- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please 
speak to Rev Charles about this) 

- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq 
(the QR code will take you to this page. 
Please note that a small proportion of 
your donation does not reach the 
Church)  

- Make an electronic donation via bank transfer or standing 
order. 
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The Gathering 
 
We will be welcomed to the service, as we gather in God’s name: 
 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Greeting  
 
Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe. 
All: From the rising of the sun to its setting 
your name is proclaimed in all the world. 
 
The Lord be with you 
All: and also with you. 

 
 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
 
We begin our service today by praising God with the words of the angels, 
with confession coming later as we give thanks for the gift of baptism: 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
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The Collect 
 
Let us pray that we may be faithful to our baptism: 
 
We spend a moment in quiet prayer and then the minister prays:  
 
Eternal Father, 
who at the baptism of Jesus 
revealed him to be your Son, 
anointing him with the Holy Spirit: 
grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, 
that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
All: Amen. 
 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
Isaiah 43:1-7 

 
But now thus says the LORD, 
    he who created you, O Jacob, 
    he who formed you, O Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
    I have called you by name, you are mine. 
2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
    and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
    and the flame shall not consume you. 
3 For I am the LORD your God, 
    the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour. 
I give Egypt as your ransom, 
    Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 
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4 Because you are precious in my sight, 
    and honoured, and I love you, 
I give people in return for you, 
    nations in exchange for your life. 
5 Do not fear, for I am with you; 
    I will bring your offspring from the east, 
    and from the west I will gather you; 
6 I will say to the north, ‘Give them up’, 
    and to the south, ‘Do not withhold; 
bring my sons from far away 
    and my daughters from the end of the earth— 
7 everyone who is called by my name, 
    whom I created for my glory, 
    whom I formed and made.’ 
 

This is the word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Acts 8:14-17 

 
14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the 
word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15 The two went down and 
prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16 (for as yet the Spirit 
had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus). 17 Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received 
the Holy Spirit. 

This is the word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn – Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
 

1 Hail to the Lord's Anointed, 
 great David's greater Son! 
 Hail, in the time appointed, 
 his reign on earth begun! 
 He comes to break oppression, 
 to set the captive free, 
 to take away transgression, 
 and rule in equity. 
 
2 He comes, with succour speedy, 
 to those who suffer wrong; 
 to help the poor and needy, 
 and bid the weak be strong; 
 to give them songs for sighing, 
 their darkness turn to light, 
 whose souls, condemned and dying, 
 were precious in his sight. 
 
3 He shall come down like showers 
 upon the fruitful earth; 
 that love, joy, hope, like flowers, 
 spring in his path to birth; 
 before him, on the mountains, 
 shall peace the herald go; 
 and righteousness, in fountains, 
 from hill to valley flow. 
 
4 Kings shall bow down before him, 
 and gold and incense bring; 
 all nations shall adore him, 
 his praise all people sing; 
 to him shall prayer unceasing 
 and daily vows ascend, 
 his kingdom still increasing, 
 a kingdom without end. 
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5 O'er every foe victorious, 
 he on his throne shall rest; 
 from age to age more glorious, 
 all-blessing and all-blest. 
 The tide of time shall never 
 his covenant remove; 
 his name shall stand for ever, 
 his changeless name of Love. 
 
James Montgomery (1771-1854) 
(Public Domain) 
 

Gospel Reading – Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

 
When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all 
of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than 
I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear 
his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire.’ 
 
21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been 
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, 
‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 
	  
 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 
 

After the sermon, we share a time of quiet. 
 
Thanksgiving for Holy Baptism 
 

 
Prayer over the Water 

 
The minister moves to the font, and the congregation turn to face it: 
 
Praise God who made heaven and earth, 
All: who keeps his promise for ever. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Father, we give you thanks and praise 
for your gift of water in creation; 
for your Spirit, sweeping over the waters, 
bringing light and life; 
for your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
baptized in the river Jordan. 
 
We bless you for your new creation, 
brought to birth by water and the Spirit, 
and for your grace bestowed upon us your children, 
washing away our sins. 
 
May your holy and life-giving Spirit 
move upon these waters. 
Restore through them the beauty of your creation, 
and bring those who are baptized 
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to new birth in the family of your Church. 
 
Drown sin in the waters of judgement, 
anoint your children with power from on high, 
and make them one with Christ 
in the freedom of your kingdom. 
For all might, majesty, dominion and power are yours, 
now and for ever. 
All: Alleluia. Amen. 
 

Act of Penitence and Dedication 
 

God of truth, 
you are faithful to the covenant you have made with us; 
look in mercy on your people. 
From all our sins, O Lord: 
All: wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 
We have broken the pledges of our baptism, 
and failed to be your disciples. 
From all our sins, O Lord: 
All: wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 
Though we are saved by Christ 
and dead to sin through the deep waters of death, 
we have not witnessed to his grace by our manner of life. 
From all our sins, O Lord: 
All: wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 
We have shown indifference to those in need 
and have been afraid to stand up for justice and truth. 
From all our sins, O Lord: 
All: wash us, and we shall be clean. 
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We have been slow to forgive, and have failed to remember 
your repeated forgiveness of our sins. 
From all our sins, O Lord: 
All: wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 
Today we rejoice and give thanks 
because your Son humbled himself to be baptized in the Jordan. 
Through the waters you have given us the mystery of baptism 
for the remission of our sins. 
From all our sins, O Lord: 
All: wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 
Through water and Spirit 
you give us new life as the people of God, 
and pour out upon us the gifts of your new covenant. 
From all our sins, O Lord: 
All: wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 
Almighty God, 
in our baptism you have consecrated us 
to be temples of your Holy Spirit. 
May we, whom you have counted worthy, 
nurture your indwelling Spirit with a lively faith, 
and worship you with upright lives; 
through Jesus Christ. 
All: Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

 
 

The Peace 
 
 
God has made us one in Christ. 
He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to come, 
has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia. 

cf 2 Corinthians 1.22 

 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All: and also with you. 
 

Hymn – Here is love 
 

1 Here is love, vast as the ocean, 
loving-kindness as the flood, 
when the Prince of Life, our Ransom, 
shed for us His precious blood. 
Who His love will not remember? 
Who can cease to sing His praise? 
He can never be forgotten 
throughout heaven’s eternal days. 
 

2 On the mount of crucifixion 
fountains opened deep and wide; 
through the floodgates of God’s mercy 
flowed a vast and gracious tide. 
Grace and love, like mighty rivers, 
poured incessant from above, 
and heaven’s peace and perfect justice 
kissed a guilty world in love. 
 
William Rees 
tr.William Edwards (1848-1929) 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here 
All: His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly right and just, 
our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
You celebrated your new gift of baptism 
in signs and wonders at the Jordan. 
Your voice was heard from heaven 
to awaken faith in the presence among us 
of your Word made flesh. 
Your Spirit was seen as a dove, 
revealing Jesus as your servant, 
and anointing him with the oil of gladness 
to preach the good news to the poor. 
Therefore, as we celebrate the union of earth and heaven, 
we rejoice to echo the song of the angels in heaven 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
All: Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
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this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
	  
Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
 
All: Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
Believing the promises of God, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
	  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
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the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread 

 
We break the bread of life, 
and that life is the light of the world. 
All: God here among us, 
light in the midst of us, 
bring us to light and life. 
 
All: Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 

Giving of Communion 
 

We are invited to receive the bread or a blessing 
 
Come to this table, not because you must but because you may; not 
because you are strong but because you are weak; not because you 
have arrived but because you are still on a journey; come because you 
love the Lord a little and want to love him more. Above all, come 
because he loves you and gave himself for you. 
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If you are joining with the service online, you might like to say this prayer of 
spiritual communion: 
 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pain and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Lord of all time and eternity, 
you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father 
in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: 
by the power of your Spirit 
complete the heavenly work of our rebirth 
through the waters of the new creation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. Amen. 
 
 



	   18	  

The Dismissal 
 
As we go out into the week, we share the notices together. 
 

The Blessing 
May God the Holy Spirit, 
who came upon the beloved Son 
at his baptism in the river Jordan, 
pour out his gifts on you 
who have come to the waters of new birth. 
and the blessing … 

The Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
All: In the name of Christ. Amen 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England ©2000 
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